
ILASLA Member Spotlight

We will be highlighting members on Instagram throughout 2026. Share your member
story, honor, or award here!

Event Recap

Thank you to everyone who came out to the ILASLA Summer Beach Bash at
Castaways Beach Club on June 11th! Your presence, energy, and generosity helped
raise close to $7,500 for our Advocacy Fund!
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A HUGE thank you to our sponsors, who supported the event AND donated an
amazing array of raffle items, allowing the proceeds to go directly to the fund.

Take a look at all of the fun! Photos and video by Darren Joshua Photography.

Upcoming Events

ASLA WEBINAR - Rights of Nature: Approaches to Environmental Justice

Indigenous communities have lived in harmony with the environment for millennia.
Now they have led the creation of the Rights of Nature movement, which recognizes
that ecosystems and wildlife have the legal right to exist, flourish, and evolve. Learn
from an Indigenous leader, legal and policy expert, and a landscape architecture
educator and designer on how to support and embrace this burgeoning global
movement from within the field of landscape architecture.

Details
Date: Thursday, July 30, 2026
Time: 1:00 p.m. (Eastern) / 10:00 a.m. (Pacific)
Price: Free for Members | $55 for Non-Members

Register here.
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National News

ASLA News

Bringing together reporting, commentary, and updates from across ASLA. Content spans
The Field, The Dirt, LAND, Advocacy News, and official ASLA announcements.

Update on Professional Degree Definition

Recently, the U.S. District Court for DC blocked in part implementation of the U.S.
Department of Education’s new regulatory definition of “professional
degree.” The ruling prevents the Department from enforcing its narrowed definition,
which began on July 10th, that would have limited the categories of graduate students
eligible for higher federal student loan limits under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, pending
resolution of the litigation. This means that for now, students may continue to borrow
under previous student loan limits.
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Although the stay prevents the Department from implementing its narrowed definition, it
does not resolve which additional programs will qualify as professional or when such
determinations will be made. Following the ruling, the Department announced the
addition of some additional programs to its definition of professional, primarily in health-
related fields, pending the outcome of the court case.

ASLA’s Government Affairs team continues to work with Congress to pass legislation
that would maintain current student loan borrowing policies — the cost-of-attendance
borrowing structure — that allow all students the same access to federal funding
sources. The Professional Degree Access Restoration Act (H.R. 6677), introduced by
Representative Ritchie Torres (NY), would restore federal student loan access for
students pursuing graduate degrees, allowing landscape architecture students and their
families to make student loan decisions that work best for them. ASLA urges all
landscape architects to contact their legislators about supporting this measure. TAKE
ACTION.

Learn more about ASLA’s opposition to student loan caps.

ASLA Achieves Official Observer Status to the UN Convention on Biological
Diversity

Landscape architect delegates will attend the Biodiversity COP17 in Armenia in
October. 

“Landscape architects will have a seat at the table where global decisions are being
made about biodiversity,” said ASLA CEO Torey Carter-Conneen, Hon. ASLA. “Our
participation in the Convention on Biological Diversity will complement our long-standing
advocacy work at the UN Climate COPs. Landscape architects know we must address
biodiversity loss and climate change together.” 

Read on.
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ASLA PPNs: Redesigned, Focused and Connected Peer-to-Peer Learning
Communities for Landscape Architects like YOU.

We have exciting news: ASLA's Professional Practice Networks (PPNs) have been
redesigned, and they're one of the most valuable—and most underused—benefits of
your membership.

Explore PPNs.
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